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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT UNDER 37 CFR 1 .97 

Honorable Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks, Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

Submitted herewith is a Search Report/Examination Report issued in a corresponding 
foreign patent application by the 

European Patent Office ( ) 
German Patent Office (x) 
() 

1 . We wish to make of record the certain citations listed in the Search Report/ 
Examination Report in accordance with 37 CFR 1 .97. 

2. The relevance of each listed item with regard to the different claims of the above- 
identified application according to the opinion of the Search Authority/Examination 
Authority, is indicated in the Search Report/Examination Report 

by reference to certain categories which are explained on the Report sheet 
or in MPEP on page 1800 - 55, resp. (x) 



3. The claims as filed in the above-identified U.S. patent application 

correspond to (x) 
are different from ( ) 

the claims for which the Search Report/Examination Report has 
been established. 

4. Copies of the references cited are enclosed herewith. 
All citations (x) 

All relevant citations except U.S. patents ( ) 

5. English translations of pertinent portions of any non-English references are 
enclosed herewith, if such translation is readily available. 



6. No copies are enclosed herewith of references which are 

characterized by an "A" in the Search Report/Examination Report, since "A" indicates 

that such reference is not relevant for the invention. ( ) 

Additionally, copies of the references 

cited in the specification are enclosed. (X ) 



Date: 10 th . April 2000 by: 



Respectfully submitted, 



Jura Meier 



SHEET J_ OF JL 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
CITATION 

PTO-1449 


ATTORNEY'S DKT NO. 
004501-349 


APPLICATION NO. 
09/521,107 


APPLICANT 
Silke Draber 


Filing Date 
March 7, 2000 


Group 
2786 






li . ,,. A, . , ' : idlk: :.i S Sffa. .', 


EXAMINER'S 
INITIALS 


PATENT NO. 


DATE 


NAME 


CLASS 


SUBCLASS 


FILING DATE 




5,822,218 


10/1998 


Moosa, et al. 










5,798,939 


8/1998 


Ochoa, et al. 






























































































































EXAMINER'S 
INITIALS 


PATENT NO. 


DATE 


COUNTRY 


CLASS 


SUBCLASS 


Translation 


Yes 


No 




1 95071 34C1 


7/1996 


Germany 








X 




19713917A1 


10/1998 


Germany 








X 




19639424A1 


3/1997 


Germany 








X 




0494788A1 


7/1992 


EPO 






X 




















; - * - . = . • ■■ : ; . . ■ ■ : . 
'mM^l :FP^HE^QejOIMENTS (Inc 


tfuding^uthjj^ 






"Qualitat und Zuverlassigkeit technischer Systeme, A. Birolini, 1985, pp. 366-367 




"Reliability Cost Estimation: Managerial Perspectives", Regulinski, et al., IEEE Transactions, 
1983, p. 276-281 




"Zuverlassigkeitsermittlung grosser und komplexer Systeme mit effizienten 
Naherungsverfahren", Kochs, Automatisierungstechnik 43 (1995), p. A1 to A-4 




"Ein allgemeines Zuverlassigkeitsmodell mit Anwendungen", Grams, 
Automatisierungstechnik 45 (1997), p. 378-385 














EXAMINER 


DATE CONSIDERED 



EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; draw line through citation if not 
in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 



(09/99) 



